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Ernesto Tavoletti 

Universita  di Macerata (Universita  degli Studi di Macerata) 

Italy 

ernesto.tavoletti@unimc.it 

  

June 19, 2021 

 

Re: Recommendation Letter for Ernesto Tavoletti  
 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Professor Ernesto Tavoletti took part in the 2021-1 round of the X-Culture project.  

 

The X-Culture project is a large-scale experiential learning exercise designed to provide students with an 

opportunity to gain first-hand experience in international virtual collaboration.  

 

A total of 5,140 students from 150 universities in 78 countries on six continents participated in the project this 

semester. They worked in 1,028 global virtual teams, each team comprised of about 6 team members, each 

team member in a different country.  

 

Of those, 30 were the students from Universita  di Macerata (Universita  degli Studi di Macerata) who took 

Professor Ernesto Tavoletti’s course.  

 

Working in global virtual teams, the students developed a business proposal for one of half a dozen 

companies that partnered with X-Culture this semester and provided a detailed plan for implementing the 

idea. During the project, the students had numerous live webinars with their client company owners or CEOs. 

The students had an opportunity to learn more about the business, its history and products, ask questions, and 

receive feedback on their suggestions.  

 

Furthermore, the X-Culture Project is a platform for high-quality research on dynamics and performance in 

global virtual teams. The longitudinal multi-level data collected as a part of the project are used to study 

dynamics and performance in global international workgroups. The research aids our understanding of why 

some teams do better than others and what needs to be done to help international teams improve their 

performance. More on our ongoing research projects can be found here: http://x-culture.org/for-researchers/   

 

X-Culture has received numerous awards from the Academy of Management and Academy of International 

Business for the work in fostering international inter-institutional collaboration, developing new experiential 

learning techniques, and research in International Business and Experiential Learning areas.  

 

Notably, X-Culture has received the 1st Re-Imagine Education Prize in the Nurturing Employability category. 

This is a highly prestigious international prize awarded by the Wharton Business School.  
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The X-Culture project is very demanding for both the instructors and students. Communicating across time 

zones and cultures, handling a large amount of email traffic, meeting numerous deadlines, and coordinating 

work of people scattered around the planet are just some of the challenges that the project participants must 

handle. 

Ernesto proved to be an innovative and inspiring educator and a very reliable partner, who took the 

responsibilities related to the project very seriously, completed all tasks on time, worked diligently with the 

students, and responded promptly to students' questions and concerns. An opportunity like this is extremely 

valuable for students. It provides new experiences, teaches new skills, strengthens resumes, and helps launch 

a successful career. However, it requires a tremendous time investment and skills from the instructor. Ernesto 

Tavoletti  put the students’ interest first and invested the extra time and effort required by this massive 

project.  

Moreover, Professor Ernesto Tavoletti showed interest in the research side of the project and has been 

actively helping with data collection and contributed otherwise to our research efforts. 

 

The students from Universita  di Macerata (Universita  degli Studi di Macerata) did equally well. Based on 

peer evaluations and our performance records, the students generally came in very well prepared. They did a 

wonderful job of establishing contact with their international peers, put an impressive effort into working with 

their teams, made significant intellectual contributions, and made a very positive impression on their team 

members. 

 

As the X-Culture Project Coordinator, I can confidently recommend Professor Ernesto Tavoletti as an 

innovative educator, caring instructor, and a reliable partner and colleague. 

 

Should you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Most sincerely, 

 

 
Dr. Vasyl Taras 

Associate Professor of International Business 

The X-Culture Project Founder and Coordinator  

Fellow of the Academy of International Business, Southeast USA 

Bryan School of Business and Economics 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

POB 26165, Greensboro, NC 27402-6165 

336-256-8611 

v_taras@uncg.edu  

www.X-Culture.org 
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Based on the evaluation of 59 instructor and class performance indicators,  
in comparison to other 157 instructors their 

5,140 students from 150 universities in 78 countries on 6 continents  
who participated in the 2021-1 round of the X-Culture International Collaboration Project,  

Ernesto Tavoletti 
was ranked best and awarded the title 

2021-1 X-culture GLOBAL educator  
■  ■   ■  ■ 

Dr. Vas Taras, Founder and Coordinator June 19, 2021 


